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(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location
Street & number: 230 Cintura Avenue and 2 Alta Avenue

City or town: Lagunitas State: California County: Marin
Not For Publication: Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this __ nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property ~~ meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___hnational ___statewide ___local
Applicable National Register Criteria:
A B C D
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4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
__removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Public — Local

Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
19 21 buildings
4 4 sites
3 4 structures
2 3 objects
28 32 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___ 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

OTHER: Ecological Design

AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE/ horticultural facility
AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE/ irrigation facility
LANDSCAPE/ Garden

DOMESTIC/ Single Dwelling

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

OTHER: Ecological Design

AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE/ horticultural facility
AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE/ irrigation facility
LANDSCAPE/ Garden

DOMESTIC/ Single Dwelling

COMMERCE/ Warehouse/ Commercial Storage
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
OTHER: Art Environment
OTHER: Asiatic Vernacular

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation: EARTH, STONE, CONCRETE

Walls: STUCCO, EARTH, WOOD, BRICK, STONE/ Granite
Roof: STONE/ Slate, Granite, Marble

Other: Terraces, walls, planters: BRICK, STONE

Other: Basins: STONE, CONCRETE

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Description

The Last Resort Historic District consists of buildings, structures, objects, landscape elements
and infrastructural systems upon a west-facing hillside property of two adjacent, irregular parcels
totaling 2.10 acres. The Last Resort Historic District is an ecological design of sustainably made
buildings and whole systems design that includes gray and blackwater recycling, compost toilets,
vermiculture facilities, innumerous planters, garden plots and yard spaces with organically raised
crops. With a back-to-the-land mindset and limited formal training, David Lee Hoffman (1944—)
designed, engineered, and constructed all aspects of The Last Resort property. As an art
environment, The Last Resort Historic District’s many handmade buildings and structures
together read as an eclectic, ancient Asiatic hillside hamlet. The property’s setting is a low-
density, hilly, and forested area of West Marin County’s San Geronimo Valley. Douglas fir
(Pseudotsuga menziesii), coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), and other tall and aged
coniferous tree specimens are present on and around the property. The Last Resort Historic
District retains very good historic integrity.
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Narrative Description

The Last Resort Historic District is early-era ecological design, also commonly called “first
generation ecological design.”! The Last Resort Historic District includes integrated recycling
and reuse elements, applying what Buckminster Fuller called the “synergetics principle of the
whole system,” and what architect Sim Van der Ryn calls, specifically in reference to ecological
architecture, “whole systems design.”? In addition to the whole systems design elements
pervading and interconnecting the property, David Hoffman constructed its individual buildings
and structures of recycled or reused materials, and bulk, earthen materials readily available,
sustainably harvested, inexpensive, and organic as possible. Common materials include varying
mixes of sand, lime, clay, earth, and decomposed granite on buildings of an irregular, textured,
and hand-formed character. Throughout the property, reused and recycled elements include but
are not limited to: wood and windows from prior buildings, reused tea chests, slate shingles from
the Los Angeles estate of rock musician Don Henley, cobblestone from San Francisco streets,
Sonoma fieldstone, igneous rock boulders cheaply purchased by the ton, rejected bricks
(“seconds”) from the San Rafael McNear Brick Company, variegated polished granite and
marble tiles often seen upon rooftop work spaces, colored enamel bricks, rejected pencil making
wood, Fujian Province white-colored Chinese granite block, and circular, metal-frame high-tech
style windows with operable eyelid-like louvers from a former Silicon Valley chipmaking
facility. Throughout the property, Hoffman intentionally incorporated various plant species for
aeration and biofiltration purposes. Primary among these are Asian Pennywort (Centella
Asiatica), azolla (Azolla filiculoides), cattail (Typha sp.), duckweed, (Lemna sp.), liverwort
(Marchantiophyta), water hyacinth (Pontederia crassipes), water iris (Iris ensata), water papyrus
(Cyperus papyrus), watercress (Nasturtium officinale), and wild ginger (Asarum canadense).

Not just an ecological design from a back-to-the-land context, The Last Resort Historic District
is an art environment. The Asiatic and other non-Western theming seen throughout is not a
formal, historically accurate design portrayal, but made instead from Hoffman’s creative liberty
and memory, based off his nine years traveling Asia and elsewhere from 1963 to 1972. It was
during this time that Hoffman, who is considered an important figure in the US specialty tea
industry, first became acquainted with loose leaf tea, later establishing Silk Road Tea Company
in 1992. The Last Resort buildings and structures vary from one another, expressing Hoffman’s
constant and inventive aesthetic, construction, and materials explorations. In reference to the
ancient non-Western vernaculars Hoffman saw firsthand in his travels, roofs of some buildings
serve as the decks or patios for other buildings above them, if not workspaces for the building
itself, wholly utilizing all parts of a given building.

Common Asiatic-informed details seen throughout include metal plates cut to look like Tibetan
Buddhist victory banners, cusped arches, Japanese “cloud” brackets and braces, stupas, vertical
shafts (sorin) topping buildings, double and triple-lobed wood brackets (kijiki), “rainbow beam”
lintels (kouryou), and abstract tea jar designs as cutouts or openings. Other common elements

!'Sim Van der Ryn and Stuart Cowan. Ecological Design (Washington DC: Island Press, 1995), 31-2.

2 “RBF Definitions: Whole System: Synergetics Principle Of,” The Projects of R.W. Gray: Synergetics Dictionary Cards, 2015,
http://rwgrayprojects.com/SynergeticsDictionary/SDCards.php?cn=20681&tp=1; Sim Van der Ryn. Design for Life: The
Architecture of Sim Van der Ryn (Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs Smith Publishers, 2005), 44.
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include face and heart motifs, and the most ubiquitous motif throughout the property: an abstract,
stylized songbird Hoffman designed in reference to their loss from an ever more polluted and
warming planet. Elevation distinguishes the hillside property’s two connected parcels from one
another. One parcel is due east and ascended over the other. However, the property reads as four
ascending, hillside levels of lower, middle, upper portions, each with their own sets of buildings
and structures.

A concrete driveway located behind a recent metal gate off Cintura Avenue accesses the
property. The driveway winds its way eastward up a steep hillside, terminating in a parking area
at the property’s middle portion. The Main House is at the south end of the property’s upper
portion, with its own elevated landing and variety of buildings and structures. Retaining walls,
some of which double as planters off the hillside’s steeper portions, are present throughout the
property, and as the hillside descends, the property’s lower portions contain crop and garden
planters, and rainwater catch basins.

Hoffman purchased the upper, easterly parcel in 1973 and promptly began improvements on it.
Hoffman did not purchase the lower parcel until 1994, and the multitude of compatible but non-
contributing resources upon it post-date the property’s 1973-1991 period of significance.
Beginning with the later, lower parcel located closer to the public right-of-way, the individual
descriptions below, which include constructions years where known and contributor status,
largely follow the property’s topographical ascent.® Following the individual resource
descriptions are descriptions of the property’s, gray-, black-, and rainwater systems, and other
landscape elements.

Individual Resource Descriptions

The Red House (Map Reference Item 1) is a single-story, rectangular-plan single-family house.
Its primary cladding is stucco, though it also includes bays of Chinese white granite block, wood
lap, wood board and batten, and across its rear portion Hoffman added igneous rock cladding. A
gable-on-hip roof clad in asphalt shingles is part of the design. The house’s front elevation faces
south and includes glass block accents, and a running frieze of a stylized downturned songbird
motif seen elsewhere upon the property. 4-and-4 wood frame casement windows are part of the
design and select window frames throughout the house are hand-formed stucco. The house also
includes recently added, circular metal frame windows of a high-tech style, with lenticular, lid-
like metal louvers. Such windows are also seen in other buildings on The Last Resort property.

The main entry is at an elevated porch off the house’s southwest portion. The house’s original
wood lap and board-and-batten elevations are visible within the porch, as are two-panel wood
frame entry doors with upper unit glazing. An original 5-panel wood door is present at the porch,
as 1s a wood picture window flanked by three-part casements. An extended roof run supported by
recent wood columns with double-lobed wood bracket capitals covers the porch. A small
stairway of Chinese white granite blocks, and treads clad in terra cotta tile accesses the porch. Its

3 Like other art environments or back-to-the-land projects that didn’t pull building permits, there is little formal documentation to
identify exact years of The Last Resort’s specific resources. In addition to Hoffman’s information, correspondence with his ex-
wife Susan Shannon and his longtime friend Robbie Long informed the best estimates for years that a resource was began and
substantially completed. Susan Shannon, email correspondence with author, September 29, 2022; Robbie Long, telephone
interview with author, October 9, 2022.
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balustrade features untreated wood members of stylized zig-zag cuts, making diamond-form
voids. The house’s east-side elevation has an affixed wood storage space of pent roof and wood
columns clad in hand-formed stucco of soft lines and rounded edges.

At its front portion, the east side includes an open-sided wood frame addition covered with a
steep-pitched roof with a translucent bubble-form fiberglass skylight. This addition is recessed
behind a hand-formed stucco wall with soft-form round-headed molding and glass block accents.
Beneath it is an outdoor sink and catch basin: components of Hoffman’s on-site graywater
vermicompost and graywater systems. Within this open-sided addition, is a sink clad in gold-
colored Turkish travertine. Water from this sink flows down a small concrete channel into two
adjacent screen-covered enclosed basins containing worms (Eisenia foetida and Lumbricus
rubellus, used in all vermicomposting facilities upon the property), which also serve as
receptacles for food compost the worms then digest. Worm cast (worm manure) can be retrieved
from the basins and serves as a high-nutrient fertilizer for on-site crops. Excess water moves
through the worm basin down into a larger, pool-like ground-level catch basin made of Chinese
granite blocks containing water, frogs and various plant specimens growing within it. From
there, the water can be released for storage or irrigation by gravity using a valve located within
the stucco wall below.

In front of the house is a double-width concrete driveway and a set of rounded, concrete steps
that run along a mature coast redwood tree before landing at the entry porch, clad in terra cotta
blocks. In the small, lawn-covered front yard is a sculpted concrete turtle, approximately 4’ long,
sculpted by David Hoffman and the artist Ruben Raffael. Its concrete tortoise shell has an open
hole at its center. This object was originally an educational exhibit about vermiculture displayed
at the San Francisco Exploratorium. At present the turtle’s head is partially damaged, revealing
wire mesh beneath it. The damaged, missing portions of the head are present nearby.

The Red House’s lower portion is a recently constructed, stucco-clad storage area with untreated
wood doors in a rough-hewn reused wood frame. This storage area was formerly a basement, and
within it, Hoffman hand-dug a functioning freshwater well, one of seven on the property. An
arch-form double bamboo gate in a hand-formed concrete frame is present immediately east of
the house. The Red House’s interior features hand-formed plaster walls and a steep-pitch open
gable ceiling with exposed beam work and skylights. Inside, arched openings from one room to
another are part of the design, as are original five-panel wood doors. Given its siting on a parcel
acquired in 1994 and Hoffman’s work beginning after 2002, the Red House is a compatible but
non-contributing building to The Last Resort Historic District.

The Red House Recycling Shed (Map Reference Item 2) is a small, single-story square plan
storage shed made of cobblestone formerly set within San Francisco streets. Its front elevation
faces east. The shed has no door, but its centered opening is topped by a bark-clad redwood
lintel. Its roof is medium-pitch front-gabled and is clad in slate reused from the former residence
of rock musician Don Henley. The gable end is clad in untreated vertical wood board. Its eaves
are small and have metal-capped rafter tails. Centered within the shed’s south-side elevation is a
circular, high-tech styled metal frame window with a two-part lenticular and eyelid-like louvres.
Upon a parcel acquired in 1994 and on account of how recently Hoffman completed the building,
the Red House Recycling Shed is a compatible but non-contributing building to The Last Resort
Historic District.
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Le Petit Pissoir (Map Reference Item 3) is a square-plan two-story keep-like compost toilet.
Hoffman built it of white-colored Chinese granite bricks in a running course. The building’s flat
roof features a plastic bubble-form skylight with small eaves with wood board fasciae. Le Petit
Pissoir’s primary entrance is at its upper level, accessed by an elevated, footbridge facing south
and linking to an elevated rear entry to the Red House. The suspended footbridge has granite
block tread and tension cable railings. Like the Red House Recycling Shed, Le Petit Pissoir’s
roof is clad in slate shingles from musician Don Henley’s former residence. East and west side
elevations feature circular, high-tech style metal-frame windows with operable, eyelid-like upper
and lower louvers.

The north/rear elevation has a T-form metal ventilation pipe curving outward from just beneath
the eave, then projecting above the roof. The rear elevation also has an extended, plank-like
granite slab platform for a never-finished artwork. Hoses are affixed beneath the bridge which
connects to the house, as do pipes from elsewhere upon the property. The inside of Le Petit
Pissoir features a standalone granite sink basin, a presently unused porcelain tub, and a compost
toilet. Blackwater from the compostable toilet enters an enclosed non-visible storage tank
beneath the toilet within the tower at its lower portion. Earthworm species are present in a filter
box between the toilet and the blackwater holding tank, converting human deposits into worm
cast fertilizer.

Surrounding Le Petit Pissoir are sunken inner and outer rings of basins made of white Chinese
granite block. The outer ring of these basins is a moat-like element for channeling rainwater
runoff from the hillside above. An inner ring of box-form basins is graywater from the facility’s
sink and tub, and a half-circle basin off the buildings north side is a freshwater well, one of three
that flank Le Petit Pissoir. The second well is of square plan and of white Chinese granite block,
is immediately to the west of Le Petit Pissoir, and is presently covered with a wood panel. A
third well is located south of Le Petit Pissoir, beneath the elevated, granite slab footbridge
connecting the Red House to Le Petit Pissoir behind it, in an area deeper, and sunken in grade
from the other basins flanking the building.

Hoffman designed two connected basins immediately east off the tower, isolated and raised
above the others, for monitoring and final biofiltration of “worm tea” (worm cast seeped in
water). Though a functioning wet-flush compost toilet, Hoffman considers Le Petit Pissoir
unfinished. Once the system is completed, the processed water would then be returned to the
toilet for reuse. The various sunken basins surrounding Le Petit Pissoir presently include
duckweed, water iris, water papyrus, azolla, and water hyacinth. The plants generate biomass,
transpire excess moisture, filter, and aerate the water, and prevent mosquitos from breeding. The
basins, each of which is approximately three feet deep, are arranged in a horseshoe formation
around the tower. Upon a parcel acquired in 1994 and on account of how recently Hoffman built
it, Le Petit Pissoir, including its horseshoe of sunken basins that flank it, is a compatible but non-
contributing building to The Last Resort Historic District.

Section 7 page 8



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018
The Last Resort Historic District Marin, California
Name of Property County and State

The Pu-erh Godown: “Pu-erh” is a fermented Chinese tea, and “Godown” references a Japanese
vernacular storage building (Map Reference Item 4), is a single-story, rectangular plan tea
storage building. The building is of large, poured-in-place decomposed granite blocks: an
inexpensive construction system that Hoffman invented for climate and humidity control
purposes. The building, which exhibits Asiatic theming, has a sloped stucco roof with an
extended east-facing front eave of flared centered peak, and the roof is underscored with stucco
fasciae. The building has a central, garage-like like bay, cusped at its upper portion, containing
double doors of untreated recycled wood with a motif of eight decorative songbirds of oxidized
metal bolted in place through multiple studs. Upon a parcel acquired in 1994 and on account of
how recently Hoffman completed the Pu-Erh Godown, the resource is a compatible but non-
contributing building to The Last Resort Historic District.

The Catering Tent (Map Reference Item 5) is a single-story, square-plan, open-sided structure
of freeform concrete rebar construction with stucco cladding. Its roof is mushroom-like in its
form, with four downturned outer corners. The roof itself is clad in gravel and features a
decorative design of stylized songbirds at outer corners and a pink gravel sunburst motif at the
peak. The building is Asiatic in its character. The structure’s front elevation faces south and
centered within it is a substantial opening in the shape of a stylized tea jar. Side elevations have
large, segmental arched openings. The catering shed’s only true wall is its rear elevation which
abuts a terraced orchard and garden area behind it. At this rear wall, concrete planter walls at the
edge of the garden area flank either side of the Catering Tent structure. The structure is located
on a portion of the property with a steep pitch and is set upon a stucco-clad base with bulbous,
soft-form molding at its upper portion. Given that the parcel was acquired in 1994 and how
recently Hoffman completed the Catering Tent, the resource is a compatible but non-contributing
building to The Last Resort Historic District.

The Tractor Shed (Map Reference Item 6) is a single-story, rectangular-plan garage building of
a cast-in-place concrete block construction that Hoffman invented. Smaller blocks of white
Chinese granite Hoffman imported from Fujian province are part of the design, wrapping the
entirety of the structure’s upper portion as a parapet. Granite slab clads the garage’s south-facing
front elevation, which contains two adjacent, doorless single garage bays. The structure reads as
protruding out from the terrain’s steeply pitched hillside topography. As such, its roof is easily
accessible from a garden walkway off its east side. A raised, square-plan skylight is present on
the roof, as are a multitude of upright metal cylinders, some of which enclose steel rebar. These
elements are part of proposed but unfinished greenhouse. For how recently Hoffman completed
the Tractor Shed, finished c. 2003-2004, the resource is a compatible but non-contributing
building to The Last Resort Historic District.

The Brick Shithouse (Map Reference Item 7) is a square-plan, two-story, tower-like compost
toilet building. Its upper level is the privy room, directly below which are dual and enclosed
vermiculture chambers. The privy room’s floor is clad in brick pavers and contains two side-by-
side rectangular openings. A removable wood door with metal hardware tops each opening.
Hoffman intended these adjacent compost toilets for use in six-month cycles, the time required
for worms chambered below them to process and transform the fecal deposits into worm cast for
fertilizing on-site organic crops orchards, beds, planters and gardens. The Brick Shithouse
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projects westward from its hillside. The building is complex and reads as two stacked levels with
two separate front elevations, facing opposite directions. Its bottom portion fronts west and its
upper portion privy room, accessible by a hillside stairway, fronts east. The stairway to the privy
is a combination of Sonoma Fieldstone and ten repurposed wood railroad ties, edged with
boulders.

The Brick Shithouse exterior is rustic, handmade, irregular in character, and possesses
Hoffman’s invented Asiatic theming elements. The building has a flat roof clad in rolled asphalt,
plus extended eaves underscored with wood scallop detailing. Three-part lobed wood brackets
support roof eaves, and an exposed metal tank is horizontally set upon it. The building’s upper
portion exterior is clad in stagger course redwood shingles. A stucco base with a variegated, free-
form upper line is present at the upper portion’s south and east elevations. This stucco base
extends off either side of the elevation to become a low, irregular wall enclosing a patio between
the building’s upper portion and the Chicken Coop Cabin due south of it. A wood frame screen
door fronts this enclosed patio.

The east-facing privy entry has a plank door of reused, untreated wood board and batten. A
single sidelight vertical panel featuring a cut-out Chinese decorative motif flanks the privy door.
A pair of wood-frame picture windows are present within the upper portion’s south-side
elevation. The tower’s north side reads as its rear elevation. It is at full height off its hillside and
at its lower portion has a stucco-clad pent-roofed lean-to, for storage purposes.

The front of the building’s west-facing lower portion has a full-length pent-roofed porch clad in
wood shingles. Simple, untreated wood posts support this porch. Brick pavers clad a small patio
in front of the building, and McNear clinker brick (“seconds”) clad the west elevation’s lower
portion, which also features two symmetrically placed oven-like arcuated clinker brick openings.
Each opening has a removable arched wood door with brass hardware, four metal sliding latches,
and a small rectangular screen. Behind these openings are the enclosed vermicomposting spaces
located directly beneath the privy room. To the west of the Shithouse’s lower portion is an
irregular-form Composting Basin (Map Reference Item 8) of hand-formed concrete clad in
clinker brick and boulders. The bin, built into a hillside slope, is sizeable, with walls
approximately four feet tall. A centered metal door on a pulley system set within the bin’s brick-
clad frontal face fronts the Composting Basin. Flanking the metal door at this face are two hand-
sculpted concrete iguana motifs against the brickwork in low relief. The metal door and iguana
motifs appear to be later additions. Completed by the early 1980s, the Composting Basin is a
contributing structure associated with property’s larger ecological systems design. Begun in the
late 1970s and completed c. 1980, the Brick Shithouse is a contributing building to The Last
Resort Historic District.

The Chicken Coop Cabin (Map Reference Item 9) is a single-story, square-plan building with
side gable and variegated cladding that includes hand troweled stucco, McNear clinker brick, and
stained vertical plank wood boards. This building was originally the Chicken Coop itself, which
is now located immediately below it. The roof is clad in asphalt shingle, and its wood fasciae cap
its broad eaves. Its primary entrance door is off the north elevation, and is of untreated, reused
vertical wood board with oxidized and antiquated door hardware in a diamond plate and thin
metal hand-latch. Directly behind/east of the entry, a set of stained wood vertical boards partially
infill the gable end. The drop of each board has a stylized downturned songbird motif seen
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elsewhere upon the property. The Chicken Coop Cabin has wood frame sliding windows, and at
is south elevation, a set of three tall and narrow frameless picture windows set directly into their
stucco wall. Most of the Cabin is stucco-clad, though its rear portion, which reads as a shed-
roofed lean-to, has a McNear clinker brick base. Just above the brick base, the lean-to’s south-
side elevation has stained, vertical wood board of a zig-zag bottom cuts. Immediately south of
the Chicken Coop Cabin is a small, elevated patio. Untreated wood posts support its picket fence.
Cut into each picket’s top is the stylized songbird motif seen elsewhere upon the property. The
patio has a deck of wood and irregular brick pavers, and a single-lite wood frame glass door
opens onto it.

Akin to a small one-room house, the Chicken Coop Cabin’s floor is of sunbaked Mexican
earthen pavers set in a basic, alternating pattern. Its primary ceiling has hand-troweled plaster
and in relief an organically styled ornamental, double Dorje/Vidra motif, a symbol of power and
strength in Tibet, is centered within it. This motif originally featured a since-lost light fixture.
The ceiling of the rear lean-to portion is wood board. Completed c. 1980, the Chicken Coop
Cabin is a contributing building to The Last Resort Historic District.

Jutting westward off the hillside directly beneath the Chicken Coop Cabin is a single-story,
rectangular-plan building with a low-pitch flat roof. This space was originally a Kitchen (Map
Reference Item 10) and is presently a storage area and washroom. Hoffman later replaced this
kitchen with the “Summer Kitchen,” described below (Map Reference Item 16). The Kitchen’s
low and broad west-facing front elevation is clad in stucco with a switchback and is set within its
hillside upon a base of irregular course boulder work. Centered within its front elevation is a pair
of horizontally placed wood frame picture windows with T1-11 wood panel underscor